
 1 

Rick’s Commitment to Support Los Angeles Latinos 
 
Los Angeles is home to nearly 2 million Latinos who for generations have worked to build up our 
great city, and who make up almost half of the city’s population. Many Angelenos are feeling let 
down in the wake of the scandal at City Council, but trust with elected officials has been eroding 
for years. It has never been more important for Latinos to hear directly from candidates for office 
on their vision for Los Angeles, and their plans to address issues disproportionately impacting 
Latino communities–such as homelessness, crime and environmental degradation. 

 
I have supported the Latino community throughout my life, whether in my company or through 
our philanthropic efforts. For decades, I have worked with Para Los Ninos and Operation 
Progress to help thousands of LA’s neediest children have access to quality education and 
health services. As Mayor, I will work closely with community leaders to identify opportunities 
and skilled work training access to ensure that everyone has a fair shot at the American dream.  
 
MY COMMITMENT TO LATINOS 
I will work for the people to increase opportunity and make sure Los Angeles meets its promise. 
I promise that my Administration will reflect the diverse communities of the great City of Los 
Angeles, and will ensure at least 50% of the appointments to my staff and commissions are 
Latino. I will listen to the community and focus every day on what can be done to make LA more 
affordable, safer, and a place where families can build community and see their children exceed 
their wildest dreams. I am tired of seeing politician after politician come along and promise to fix 
our problems, only to see them get worse. It’s time for accountability and leadership and I feel I 
can bring that back to the Mayor’s office. I would be honored to have your support.  
 
INCREASING HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 
I’ve heard the anxiety about how unaffordable LA is and the fear of making ends meet. Many 
families are one lost pay check, or one injury away from homelessness. I want to incentivize the 
development of housing for families. We have regulations that inhibit the construction of housing 
with two or more bedrooms, forcing families to leave the City (and spend more time commuting). 
That constraint fuels the demand (and price) of our limited family-sized housing, worsens traffic 
and contributes to poor air quality and increased greenhouse gas emissions. This needs to 
change.  
 
COMPASSIONATELY ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS 
There is nothing compassionate about the homeless situation and there is nothing 
compassionate about the fentanyl plague running in our homeless population. There is nothing 
compassionate about letting a person suffering from schizophrenia suffer on our streets. So on 
Day 1 I will declare a State of Emergency. We will make sure 30,000 shelter beds are built in 
300 days to get people off the streets, and make sure services are provided. I will take 
accountability and make the Mayor responsible for homeless response and coordinate all 
aspects, not the City Council with 15 different strategies. I will also immediately target the 
predators selling and distributing drugs to the homeless, ensnaring them in a desperate cycle of 
dependency and mental illness.  
 
CHAMPIONING SMALL BUSINESS 
Small businesses are the backbone of Los Angeles. I started my business with just one person 
and I understand the effort it takes to build a new business. My grandparents were immigrants 
who built a life in Boyle Heights and my grandfather was a gardener working out of the back of 
his truck.  
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It is a problem that fewer small businesses were created last year, in large part because City 
Hall makes starting a business expensive and stuck in bureaucracy. Small businesses need to 
stay and grow right here, so we must increase access to capital. We know that lack of access to 
resources disproportionately impacts women and businesses owned by diverse entrepreneurs. 
Latino and Black residents own 11% and 2% of small businesses, though they represent 49% 
and 8% of LA County’s population. I also support street vendors as entrepreneurs and have 
proposed a microloan program to help more people buy carts.  
 
OPPORTUNITIES IN CITY CONTRACTING, PUBLIC PROJECTS & WORKFORCE 
I want more Latinos getting access to contracting opportunities with the city. To make that 
happen I will regularly audit who the city’s contractors are and whether they reflect the diversity 
of the city. I will prioritize public projects and works in Latino communities and commit to 
equitable pay and representation in the City’s workforce. I will work with the Latino Equity and 
Diversity Initiative to make this happen. I will also create a city-wide procurement office to 
increase opportunity for small businesses by breaking up big contracts and increase 
transparency. 
 
REDUCING CRIME AND THE IMPORTANCE OF SECOND CHANCES 
As Mayor, I will lead with the strong belief that we need public safety that is fair and just; and 
combines compassion with results. We need an LAPD that works with the communities it 
serves, reflects the communities it protects, and is trained and supported by health 
professionals tasked with de-escalating dangerous situations, often involving mental illness.  
 
Community policing and hiring more police officers are my top public safety priorities, followed 
by reducing recidivism through better education, access to job training, and mental health 
services. I know that the men and women of LAPD, an overwhelming plurality of whom are 
Latino, want accountability and unbiased policing. I support bringing our communities closer - 
and feeling safe when you go out into your neighborhoods is key to building that connection.  
 
PRIORITIZING ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
My top priorities for environmental justice are to clean up the Port of Los Angeles, bring in more 
parks in park-poor areas, electrify new buildings, and ensure access to affordable and reliable 
energy. For too long, parts of this city have been subjected to highly concentrated levels of 
pollution and toxic dumping. That will end on my watch and I will work to restore neighborhoods 
and provide access to open space wherever possible. 
 
PROTECTING DREAMERS 
I will use the full power of the office starting on day one to defend Dreamers. I will do everything 
I can to stand with them and their families, and I call upon all Angelenos to do the same.  We 
can’t let our city be divided on this. We must remain unified.   
On day one of my administration will take a series of steps to reverse the ongoing damage 
being done by those who are putting up roadblocks for Dreamers and their families.  Will 
convene and enlist a team across agencies and task them to use every single tool at our city’s 
disposal to prevent DACA recipients from taking one single step backward on their route to full 
citizenship.  We will ensure that we are fulling funding the Justice Fund to ensure immigrants 
have legal representation. We will work to expand educational opportunities for immigrant 
families. Moreover, we will craft a policy to ensure that the city is not discriminating against 
young immigrants in its hiring policies. I will also invite other mayors from across the country to 
Los Angeles so that we can engage, proactively, in federal courts – and in the court of public 
opinion - to defend our cities. 
 


